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Though it’s not the park’s original 
fountain, the granite structure that 
stands at the center of City Hall Park 
has an interesting story, a few big chips 
on one side, and four distinct parts. At 
the bottom is a square pedestal base 
with rounded corners. Above that is 
another rounded block—smaller, taller 
and with a central niche-like recess on 
each face. Atop this, a large rounded 
basin is topped by a square water res-
ervoir. Three of its sides each feature 
a covered water spout. On the fourth 
face is a large, rectangular, brass plaque 
that reads: 

City Hall Park Fountain
Liisa Reimann

1905 
presented by 
the national 

humane alliance 
hermon lee ensign 

founder

 

The National Humane Alliance was 
established in New York in 1897, on 
the premise that humane education 
— along with the goal of eliminating 
“cruelty and brutality from the mind” Preservation  

Burlington to  
Celebrate 20th 
Anniversary in 
2018
Tom Simon

The Board of Directors of Preserva-
tion Burlington met for the first time 
on March 4, 1998. As we approach 
our 20th anniversary, let’s look back on 
Preservation Burlington’s first year of 
existence and what we’ve accomplished 
since then — and what we haven’t.
 Among its first actions, Preserva-
tion Burlington resolved “to urge the 
city council, mayor, and the presidents 
of the city’s colleges and universities to 
develop a solution to limit the number 
of students residing in single-family 
homes.” In addition, we supported 
“the colleges building student hous-
ing, the city fully funding a zoning-

continued on page 2
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and replacing it with “gentleness and 
kindness,” especially to animals —
would result in better citizens. Hermon 
Lee Ensign was its founder, president 
and manager; he left the organization 
a moderate fortune from 
his many years in adver-
tising. An estimated 125 
fountains like this one 
were created by the Alli-
ance, distributed to cities 
across the United States 
as watering troughs for domestic ani-
mals. Barre and Bennington also have 
one. Each is slightly different, but 
their basic design is the same. The 
lower niches were designed to pro-
vide drinking water for dogs, cats and 
other small creatures. The upper bowl 

was intended to be a trough for horses. 
The water spouts provided streams of 
water for humans. (Next time you’re 
in City Hall Park, seriously, go check 
it out. Once you know what you’re 
looking at, it’s really COOL.) Granite 
for the majority of the fountains was 

quarried in Maine and 
the fountains themselves 
manufactured in Rockland 
and Vinalhaven. Most 
were distributed between 
1906 and 1907. Some, like 
Barre’s, in 1911. Given 

Barre’s rich granite history, a number of 
fountains may have been crafted there 
too. The Alliance dissolved in 1921. So 
next time you’re in a city park, look for 
a fountain. It might just be an Ensign 
Water Trough. And if it is, take a pic-
ture and let us know!
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enforcement officer, and working in 
partnership with other organizations 
in strengthening minimum-housing 
enforcement and community policing.”
 Nearly all of what we were seek-
ing has now become reality. The zon-
ing laws have been amended to pro-
hibit four or more unrelated adults 
from living together in a single-family 
house. The University of Vermont and 

 Our first Homes Tour was still two 
years away, but on October 28, 1998, 
Preservation Burlington started what 
has become an annual tradition by 
handing out its first Historic Preser-
vation Award to Joan Shannon and 
Ken Grillo for work on their Lakeside 
home, as well as five Honorable Men-
tions. Three days later, board member 
Cathy Donnelly led 30 members on a 
walking tour of South Union Street. 
Since then Preservation Burlington 
members have led dozens of tours in 
all parts of the city, but they occur spo-
radically rather than on a set schedule.
 One long-contemplated goal has 
been to set up a grant program that 
would provide financial assistance to 
Burlington homeowners who wish to 
undertake preservation projects. Look 
for Preservation Burlington to con-
tinue to work toward this goal in 2018.

Champlain College have built several 
large, on-campus dormitories. A full 
time zoning enforcement officer has 
been added to the city budget, and our 
chief of police is a leading advocate for 
community policing.
 Most would agree that the “quality 
of life” in Burlington has improved sig-
nificantly since 1998, but our student 
ghettoes are still student ghettoes and 
it is even tougher for middle-class fam-
ilies to afford to live in Burlington.
 Back in 1998 graphic designer Tony 
Sini designed Preservation Burling-
ton’s logo, inspired by a row of Victo-
rian houses on North Willard Street, 
and we hoped to use that logo on 
historic home markers that we would 
sell as a fundraiser. Two decades later, 
those dark green date markers adorn 
hundreds of houses in all parts of the 
city.
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Finishing an undergrad degree in his-
tory around 2005, Karl found himself 
on a bit of a journey traveling around 
the country mostly by bicycle and 
working as he went learning historic 
building trades for about three years. 
At some point he found himself in 
Burlington, Vermont and of all the 
places he had been, this city had the 
desired community that would look 
out for him, and that he would look 
out for it. 
 Since grounding himself here, he 
has furthered his experience working 
for several building firms that special-
ized in historic preservation, and has 
been running his own business, Make 
Right Carpentry for the past five years. 
Although he does any and all work 
related to historic and new carpentry, 
he would love to specialize his busi-

Meet the Board Member – Karl Lukhaup

ness on porches as they showcase high 
quality trim work to pedestrians walk-
ing by. He feels he has done a really 
nice job, when no one notices he has 
done anything because everything 
looks exactly as it should. 

 He jokes that he only works to sup-
port his habit, that is, restoring the 
1921 stucco home that he and his wife 
own in the Old North End. With a 
long history of neglect and demolition, 
Karl has worked tirelessly to make the 
home livable and to bring back many 
of the historic trim details and features 
of the original home. He understands 
that it will never be done, but that 
doesn’t stop him.
 When not working on your home or 
his own, Karl fights hard to cut time out 
to do the many things he loves includ-
ing fly fishing, hunting, running, riding 
his bike, hiking, playing lots of music 
including his work with a balkan street 
brass band, and just being a good neigh-
bor and friend. He has been on the 
board since 2011 and currently serves as 
Preservation Burlington’s Veep. 

Preservation Bur-
lington is very 
proud of its 2016 
accomplishments. 
We hosted many 
successful events 
and reached new 

community members. We talked with 
a variety of guests on our monthly TV 
show, all of whom inspired and enter-
tained us with their stories, knowledge 
and work in protecting and celebrating 
local history. The 2015 Annual Pres-
ervation Awards kicked off the year 
as one of our best ever attended award 
events. The award recipients them-
selves attracted a sizeable crowd, but 

our guest speakers — renowned authors 
Glenn M. Andres and Curtis B. John-
son — pulled in a great audience eager 
to hear their expert knowledge on our 
state’s built environment. We were also 
lucky enough to host former Governor 
Madeleine Kunin, who accepted the 
award for the Shul Mural, on behalf 
of Ohavi Zedek Synagogue. Later in 
the spring, we celebrated Vermont 
women’s history at two Dear Diary 
events — reading from the diaries and 
journals of several notable Burlington 
women. Keeping with tradition, our 
signature annual Homes Tour kicked 
off the 2016 tour season with neigh-
borhood walks, the Ramble Tour, and 

the Pine Street Tour, during Art Hop, 
continuing to educate the public about 
our city’s rich history. We also hosted 
a fun tour of Lakeview Cemetery; new 
this year was a living history element. 
A number of board members and vol-
unteers donned period dress, and took 
on the personas of some of the ceme-
tery’s most famous residents. The board 
also had time to gather for an energiz-
ing planning retreat: we’re excited to 
develop several new initiatives and pro-
grams in the coming year! Thank you 
to all who helped make 2016 such a 
great year — see you at the 2016 awards 
night kicking off this year’s great sched-
ule of events.

President’s Corner – Rebecca Reese
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Preservation is as much about simple, 
good stewardship as it is about grand 
restorations and rehabilitations. As a 
society, we don’t often highlight those 
who meticulously care for their struc-
tures because nothing changes. A coat 
of paint, a fixed window, a repaired slate 
roof — these are all considered routine 
maintenance rather than something 
special or worthy of attention. But 
when we stop and notice these build-
ings, whether maintained lovingly or 
neglected due to financial constraints, 
we’ll often find something special. The 
Burlington Electric Building on Pine 
Street is one such hidden treasure. 
Built c.1969, and dedicated to BED 
Superintendent (1954-1975) William 
A. Stebbins upon its completion, it 
was designed by modernist Vermont 

Hidden Treasure:  
Burlington Electric Department
Liisa Reimann

architect Julian Goodrich. After serv-
ing in the US Navy during World War 
II, the Montpelier native completed a 
degree at the Rhode Island School of 
Design and took a job with Freeman 
French Freeman in Burlington. From 
1947-1954 he ran his own firm with 
partner Roland Whittier, after which 
the two men parted to establish in-
dividual firms. Goodrich’s local mod-
ernist buildings range in scale and use, 
and also include his former practice 
on Alfred Street (1958, now Associ-
ates in Dentistry), the Ethel Mildram 
Nursing Home on East Avenue (1958, 
now the UVM police services build-
ing), an apartment block on Summit 
Street, and UVM’s Jeanne Mance Hall 
(1962, a student residence hall). While 
a number of Goodrich’s structures have 

been repurposed, the BED building 
continues to operate in its original ca-
pacity — that of a utility (electricity) 
substation. It’s an excellent example 
of an International Style public ser-
vice building, showing the influence of 
Mies van der Rohe through its use of 
black glass, curtain wall construction, 
rectangular form and flat roof. A drive-
through payment window, sheltered by 
one of two porte-cocheres, addition-
ally speaks to the ever-growing influ-
ence of the automobile in 20th-century 
American society. It retains much of its 
original integrity, and the Burlington 
Electric Department a conscientious 
steward.

Sources: 
Vermont Division for Historic Preserva-

tion, Sites and Structures Survey 2010, 
ed.2011.

Modern Architecture Survey, Burlington,  
Vermont – Burlington Department of 
Planning and Zoning report, prepared by 
Brian Knight Research, 2011.
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30-32 Sherman Street

In Burlington, no house is an island. 
Each home’s history is impacted by 
its neighbors and the history of the 
community at large. Such is the case 
with the structure located at what is 
now 30-32 Sherman Street. While the 
building is dated to around 1868, the 
property upon which it sits has a his-
tory all its own. 
 The westernmost block of Sher-
man Street (originally named Battery 
Place) includes land that was part of 
Burlington’s military encampment 
during the War of 1812. Before the war 
started, Col. Isaac Clark of the 11th 
U.S. Infantry bought 15 acres of land 
from Ozias and Abigail Buell, which 
he later deeded to the U.S. Govern-
ment. The encampment was bounded 
by the center lines of present-day Park 
and North Streets, to a point west of 
Canfield Street, over the embankment 
to its base, continuing south along the 
foot of the embankment, and finally 
east along the center of Pearl Street 
until it meets Park Street. The parade 
ground area included what is today 
Battery Park. 
 At the time of the war, Burlington 
had around 2,000 residents. With the 
military encampment, its population 
rose to roughly 6,000. One can imag-
ine the effect this must have had on 
relatively small Vermont town. There 
were certainly some lively times in the 
taverns on Water (now Battery) Street. 
The military engagements with the 
British Navy in 1813 did much less 

Behind the Green Marker
Marge Allard

direct damage to the soldiers than did 
the epidemics that claimed hundreds 
of lives.  Some of their graves have 
been discovered around present-day 
Blodgett Street. 
 After the war, this area of town 
became known for glass making. In 
1827, the Champlain Glass Company 
purchased and developed part of the 
land, using the area around what is now 
Park and Sherman Streets for opera-
tions.  Frederick Smith, who started 
in the business as an apprentice, was 
the company’s last owner.  He built 
the house at 58-60 Park Street around 
1840 and lived in it until his death in 
1892. This house, along with 18 Park 
Street which was built five years later 
by the glass company, are the only 
buildings remaining from the factory’s 
original property.  After the glass busi-
ness ceased operations, Smith used 

the facilities for a flour, grain and feed 
business as well. 
 It was not until the mid-1800s that 
Sherman Street came into existence. 
Prior to that, the land surrounding what 
is now Battery Park was a sandy lot 
with a road running diagonally across 
it.  In 1853 a group of local women, 
headed by Mrs. Frederick Smith, peti-
tioned the Board of Selectmen to make 
some improvements:  removing the 
existing road and replacing it with one 
along the periphery, creating present-
day Park and Sherman streets. Gradu-
ally the park acquired its green space, 
memorials, and stonework that we are 
familiar with today. 
 In June of 1868, Heman R. Wing, 
resident of 50 N. Battery Street, bought 
lots 9 and 10 on Battery Place from 
Martha A. Smith, widow and execu-

continued on page 7
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Discover Burlington’s history through 
its architecture, beginning in your 
own neighborhood. Geared toward 
school-age children (ages 8-13, 4th-
8th grade), this place-based, experien-
tial educational toolkit utilizes Burl-
ington’s buildings and neighborhoods 
to cultivate understandings of historic 
architecture and how Burlington’s built 
environment has changed over time. 
Starting with a hands-on exploration 
of actual historic building materials, 
this kit “builds” up students’ knowledge 
of historic house structure and mate-
rials, historic architectural styles, and 
Burlington local history and develop-
ment. With a strong emphasis on pri-
mary source research and the 
skills of observation and analy-
sis, the kit encourages students 
to think like historians and his-
toric preservationists in the field. 
Integral to the kit is a handy 
field notebook for each student-
-this notebook is easily printed 
and contains examples of all of 
the common historic architec-
tural styles found in Burlington. 
The kit also includes: building 
materials, reference and coloring 

History Starts Here:  
Burlington Historic Architecture Toolkit for Educators 
Karyn Norwood

books, a CD (with all handouts, les-
sons, and the field notebook), and an 
instructor’s manual. The manual con-
tains lessons and activities with easy 
instructions with background informa-
tion for instructors, and all lessons are 
tied to Common Core and Vermont 
Standards. All students, upon comple-
tion of the toolkit, will be awarded the 
title of “Junior Preservationists” from 
Preservation Burlington. Rent the kit 
for one to four weeks, depending on 
your time frame. 
 See our website for more informa-
tion on the kit or email info@preserva-
tionburlington.org. 

Our Plan  
for a Great 2017
Preservation Burlington has been work-
ing hard to plan and organize a great 
2017. Through committees, our board 
has pulled together great activities for 
each month of the year. We plan to kick 
the year off by celebrating some of the 
most respected buildings in our city. On 
January 29th at 2:30 pm, we will spon-
sor the Chittenden County Historical 
Society’s 200th celebration of the Uni-
tarian Church, “Two Hundred Years 
Watching Over Church Street,” located 
at the Church. This will transition us 
into our annual meeting and awards on 
February 22nd recognizing 2016’s great 
preservation work seen throughout our 
city. This spring we look forward to a 
Dear Diary event corresponding to our 
Women’s History project. A series of 
workshops designed to help our home-
owners will continue our community 
education, with topics focusing on his-
toric windows and an all day event we 
will host with Historic New England 
covering historic paint, weatherization 
and much more. Leading into sum-
mer, our annual and highly successful 
Homes Tour, held in June, will kick off 
the tour season with additional walking 
tours of to our beloved neighborhoods, 
the Ramble, Art Hop and cemeteries 
occurring throughout the summer and 
fall. Preservation Burlington is thrilled 
for our upcoming year and we hope to 
see you all at our events!

PRESERVATION  
BURLINGTON

N E E D S  Y O U !
Please become a member and 

support our organization! 
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Events

Preservation Burlington 
Walking Tours
Burlington’s fascinating history and al-
luring architecture come alive through 
guided walking tours.   Our knowledge-
able guides will entertain you with sto-
ries of the past and introduce you to 
Burlington’s diverse architectural styles.   
We offer a number of different types of 
tours and cover a variety of Burlington’s 
neighborhoods. 

 Downtown Burlington Walking 
Tour:   Uncover the intriguing history 
and architecture at the heart of Ver-
mont’s bustling Queen City.

 Waterfront Walking Tour:   Explore 
Burlington’s thriving industrial and mar-
itime past while taking in the beauty of 
the Lake Champlain shoreline.

 Old North End Walking Tour:   
Experience Burlington’s most diverse 
neighborhood through an historic and 
architectural lens. 

 Willard Street Walking Tour:  A gor-
geous tour through Burlington’s stately 
hill section. Learn about the high-style 
architecture and influential Burlington 
residents of the Gilded Age.

 Pine Street Walking Tour:  Discover 
the commercial and industrial history 
of Burlington’s South End and pop into 
funky art galleries along the way.  

 Stay tuned for more information on 
our scheduled walking tours for 2017. Or 
contact us to arrange your own private 
tour! See you on the streets!

Save the Buildings, Save the Date!

Preservation Burlington’s Annual  
Meeting and Awards Night
Wednesday, February 22nd 7:00-9:00 pm  at the Film House of Main Street Landing

Traces of Cycling’s Industrious Past: 
Pope Manufacturing Company, Hart-
ford, Connecticut, and Ames Manufac-
turing Company, Chicopee, Massachu-
setts.” Mr. Luis Vivanco, Professor and 
Co-Director of the UVM Humanities 
Center, will present “Wheeling Around 
Burlington, Then and Now,” a look at 
the bicycle crazy in 1890s Burlington 
and how history parallels our own time. 
Phoenix Books will also be onsite sell-
ing copies of both professors books.

Join us for a great evening of local 
preservation awards and local history. 
As always, we will be celebrating out-
standing preservation work and prop-
erty owners. We are also hosting two 
esteemed UVM professors giving talks 
on a subject near and dear to Burling-
ton’s heart — bicycling! Mr. Robert 
McCullough, Professor of the UVM 
Historic Preservation Program, will be 
speaking on the visible history left on 
the land by cycling empires, titled “Land 

Behind the Green Marker  
continued from page 5

trix of the estate of J.A. Smith, pos-
sible relative to Frederick Smith. Born 
in Rochester, New York in 1826, Wing 
moved to Burlington and served in the 
12th Vermont unit for 18 months dur-
ing the Civil War. After the war, Wing 
opened a shoe last factory and built the 
structure at 30-32 Sherman Street as a 
rental property for employees.  
 The house has remained a rental prop-
erty throughout the years. Ace Realty 
managed the house from 1974 to 1987, 
when it was sold to Sheila and William 
C. Diggle and Sarah B. Kittell. During 
this time there was a fire in the house, 
though it’s unclear how much damage 
resulted from the fire. Today, the struc-
ture consists of four units. In March of 
2000, Willa Kittell was the listed owner, 
who sold the house to its present own-

ers, Raymond and Donna Johnson. The 
Johnsons have been gradually restoring 
the post-Civil War house which fronts 
on Burlington’s historic Battery Park. 
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 Preservation Burlington T-Shirts

looking to the Future  
with resPect For the Past

Only $15. Available in Forest Green  
unisex adult sizes S-XXL

Contact info@preservationburlington.org

Historic Building Markers
Preservation Burlington Historic Markers  

celebrate the age of your home!

Cost: $100 includes:  
basic research on your home,  

a marker, and one-year membership  
to Preservation Burlington.


