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Reception Site:
The Dormition of the Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church
600 South Willard
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Homes Tour Committee
The 2007 Committee is as follows:

Less than a year later, on Palm Sunday eve, the church
was severely damaged by fire. Restoration took a
year. Fortunately, the Burlington Fire Department was
able to save the windows, which were restored locally.

Greg Epler Wood ……………….co-chair
Linsey Foster-Mason…………….co-chair
Amy Johnson
Kim Bombard
Adele Dienno
Lucy Totten
Marge Allard
Much appreciation to our House Captains:
Yves Bradley
Loraine Colman

The church reopened in June 1968. The spectacular chandelier was made in Germany. It arrived disassembled, in
hundreds of pieces, and had to be put together here. The
new altar and the Iconostasis, the screen which separates
the altar from the rest of the church, came from
Greece. The pews are from the former St. Michael's College Chapel.
The simplicity of the church complements the beautiful
icons on the screen, and, above the altar, of Christ, the
Virgin, and John the Baptist.

Kim Bombard
Norm Williams
Therese Surdek
Tom Simon
Adele Dienno
Cathy Donnelly
Thank you to all of our generous donors!
Bev Wool, Chris Sharp, Elizabeth Cannon, Geoff Crawford,
Janet Tilley, Jonell Fairbanks, Laura Clements, Marjorie
Allard, Priscilla Lane, Fresh Market/Cheese Outlet, Great
Harvest Bread Company, Green Mountain Concessions,
Hannaford’s, Klingers, Mirabelle’s, Price Chopper, Shaw’s,
Stone Soup, Sugar Snap, and Vermont Tent Company.
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The doors at either end of the Iconostasis, through which
the deacons enter and leave the sanctuary, bear icons of
the archangels Michael and Gabriel. The other four panels are of the Dormition of the Mother of God, the Theotokos (the Virgin carrying her child), Christ, and John the
Baptist.
The Katherine Metropoulos Community Center at the rear
of the chapel was built in 1985.
The Reverend Father Robert J. Athas is the current
Priest.
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The Dormition of the Mother of God
Greek Orthodox Church
600 South Willard
This Gothic style stone chapel was built in 1914, and given
to the Episcopal diocese by L.C.Clark and family in memory
of Mr. Clark's late wife, Marion DeForest Clark.
Designed by Wendell P.
Blagden of the New York
firm of Hazzard, Erskine
and Blagden, the church
is constructed of redstone
from the nearby Willard/
Redstone quarry. On November 1, 1914, Bishop
Arthur C. A. Hall consecrated it as All Saints
Chapel.

57 Clymer Street
Owned by Katharine Montstream and Alan Dworshak
The original plan of the housing lots on Clymer Street dates
to the early 1900’s. The development was bordered on the
south by the Steam Stone Cutter Co., which processed stone
from the nearby quarry. This property was conveyed in
1903 as a double lot, and a two-story farmhouse was built,
probably by C.B. Wetherby, in 1904. It was owned by successive generations of the Bobar family from 1920 to 1983.
The Bobar’s created a small second floor apartment and the
property functioned as a duplex until 1997 when the current
owners restored it to a singe family residence.

St. Paul's Episcopal
Church used the chapel
for special occasions. In
1958, the Greek Orthodox
community, which had
originally met in members' homes and then at St. Paul's,
started renting the chapel from the diocese for $1.00 a
year. When the diocese decided to make All Saints a parish
in South Burlington in 1961, the Orthodox community was
able to buy the church. However, it wasn't until May 29,
1966, that the church was officially consecrated by the
Greek Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos of the Archdiocese of
North and South America and blessed with the name, the
"Dormition of the Mother of God", referring to Mary's being
taken to heaven at her death.
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The current owners purchased the property in 1987; they
soon started a family and Katharine became established as a
well known Vermont artist. After expanding into the duplex
space, in 2004 they undertook a major renovation and the
construction of a two-story addition to the east side of the
house. Located there now are Katharine’s home studio, a
mud room and office at the back of the house.

The front door opens to a central hall. To the left, what was
a formal dining room is now mainly the family office/study
with a round table used for homework. An imposing nonancestral portrait hangs over the sideboard. Oriental rugs
carpet the ground floor living area, and the walls are
painted in rich colors that highlight the paintings and antique items the family has collected.

Bedrooms formerly on the first floor were converted to a
living room with a fireplace and window seat. The kitchen
was redone with cherry cabinets and concrete countertops.
On the second floor, a long, roomy recreation space and a
wing with a guest bedroom were added.

To the right of the hall is the original living room, with a gas
-fitted fireplace and comfortable seating. White painted
shelves hold family photos and keepsakes. Note the collection of antique clock faces on the rear wall.

Throughout the interior, light streams in from numerous
skylights and beautiful custom windows. The wall and ceiling colors, selected by Mark Evans, are intense and unusual.
The artwork features Katharine’s paintings and those of
many other Vermont artists, including Wolf Kahn, Frank
Larson and Tad Spurgeon. The fireplace mantel, TV cabinet
and many doors are recycled material; some were found in
a western Pennsylvania barn that was owned by Katherine’s
grandparents.
Beyond the back yard is a four acre wooded area bisected by
Englesby Brook. There are many artifacts of a bygone era to
be found in the woods, and none are more tantalizing than
an elegant stone bridge, wide enough for a carriage that
crosses the brook; the road at both ends of the bridge has
long since disappeared.

2

From the living room we enter the new family room, where
the family does most of its living and dining. It displays a
similar combination of warm color, painting, and furnishings in a mix of styles and periods which fit well together
and express the family's tastes.
The kitchen, the most recent part of the renovation, has a
large central island with gas cooking surface. The counter
tops are South American granite and the woodwork is mahogany. Don't miss the unusual ceiling lights here and in
the adjoining mud room. They're burgundy with yellow
slag glass, found in an Adirondack boys' camp. The mud
room and bathroom just off the kitchen are ideal for this
busy family.
The family has truly made the house its own, expressing an
individual style while keeping the spirit of the house warm
and welcoming.
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146 Summit Avenue

421 South Union

Owned by Brian & Brooks Boardman

Owned by Craig Murray & Beth Tanzman

This stately brick Federal Revival home was built in 1927 by
Burlington lawyer Alfred S. Sherman and his wife Edna,
who bought the property from Professor Samuel Bassett of
UVM. In 1938,
Mrs. Sherman sold
the house to Arthur and May
Myrick with the
stipulation that no
line of trees which
might obscure the
view from the
house be
planted. In 1959,
Dr. Lester and
Elizabeth
Wallman bought the house from the Myrick estate. The
Wallmans occupied the house for 39 years; then they sold
the home to the present owners, the Boardmans.

Built in the 1885 in the Queen Anne style and featuring a
two story tower in the northeast corner, this house has had
only three long-term owners. Some believe the home was
built by famous local architect A.B. Fisher. Francis Lowry, a
widowed naval officer, bought it in 1895 and died in 1902,
leaving the house to his two daughters. Margaretta and
Elizabeth Lowry, born 20-25 years before the Civil War,
never married and lived there together the rest of their
lives; Elizabeth, the younger sister died at 95 in 1938.

The house had remained essentially unchanged for over
seventy years. The Boardman's saw an opportunity to adapt
the house to the needs of their lively family while retaining
the charm of the original structure.
Plans were drawn up by Brian Boardman and architect Tom
Koerner for an extension to the rear of the house. Brick
from this section was re-used in the renovation and included in the surround of the fireplace in the new family
room. A rear-facing dormer was transferred to the front of
the house. A patio was built outside the family room bordered by a stone retaining wall.
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421 South Union is part of South Union Historic District,
which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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George and Lorraine McKee owned the house for 31 years,
1943-1974. The house briefly served as a commune in the
1970’s but the current owners have carefully preserved
much of the beautiful woodwork, plaster, windows and
doors. The front parlor, sitting room and dining room include large bookcases left by the McKees, Victorian antiques and numerous Oriental rugs on the floors and
walls. The kitchen, remodeled in 1991, features custom
cherry and glass cabinets with a curvilinear gothic motif,
and cherry detailing on the drawers below. The screened
porch off of the kitchen faces a lovely perennial garden in
the deep back yard. On the walls there is artwork by various local artists, a stained glass piece by Larry Ribbecke,
and elaborate batiks from Indonesia.

The kitchen and living areas are downstairs, all with windows and/or French doors looking into the patio and back
yard. The fireplace is trimmed with a piece of antique
carved wood. Through a small TV room, the kitchen is large
and bright with a cozy sitting area. The dining room at the
south end has exposed beams over the table. The unusual
sculpture of interchangeable ceramic pieces was made by a
Quebec artist and given to the owners as a wedding gift.

Stairs to the basement lead to a recently remodeled bathroom with radiant tile flooring, exposed joists over the
tub, recessed windows trimmed with original wainscoting
and custom stained glass panels created by an Irish artist
who is now based in southern Vermont.

The front staircase to the second floor leads past two
original stained glass windows, and an office area at the
top is lighted by antique window panels that were recycled
from a church in the Bronx. Each of the first three rooms
off the hall has an interesting mix of color, furniture and
artwork. The master bedroom at the end has four
matched pieces of 19th century hand painted furniture,
and two beautiful contemporary rugs from Kashmir. At
the end of the hall there is access to a third floor apartment with original turret, to a second floor porch cantilevering over the garden, and to a back stairway that returns
to a kitchen.
4
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393 South Prospect

75 Deforest Road

Owned by Rene & Liz Hansen

Owned by Jesse Beck & Kevin Veller

Built into the hillside adjacent to
the carriage house,
this Gothic Revival
cottage is remarkable for its hidden
setting set back off
of South Prospect
Street, and its gingerbread trim, diamond window
panes and construction of local
stone. Recent owners have added dormers to the original
roof, but the exterior is otherwise essentially unchanged.
To the extent structural and decorative repairs have been
necessary, the owners have carefully preserved, or commissioned custom reproductions of the original design and materials.

This striking three-level home has been recognized as an
excellent example of the International Style by the State of
Vermont's Department of Historic Preservation. The house
was built in the late 1950's on land that had been part of the
Overlake Estate. The original landowner was Julian Clark,
who had resided at Overlake on South Prospect Street since
the 1920's.

The main Section of the house is two stories, with a
one-story ell off the south side. The entryway on So. Prospect St. is actually the upper level of the house, and leads to
three bedrooms and a master bath. The rooms are airy and
light by virtue of the beautiful diamond-pane windows
found throughout the house. The bathroom has an antique
claw foot tub and a modern white marble shower. There are
two interior doors and a window on the north side, all
framed in a charming keyhole motif that are placed at exact
intervals and provide a fascinating perspective from one
end of the house to the other. Up a flight of stairs, a large
attic space has been finished off and opened up with dormers.
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The architect of
75 DeForest
Road was Dan
Kiley, a worldfamous landscape architect,
who studied at
the Harvard
School of Design under
Walter Gropius. Kiley also
worked with
Eero Saarinen,
Pietro Belluschi, I.M. Pei, and other proponents of the International Style. Though his forte was landscape design,
he also dabbled in residential architecture. His original
plan for this house was never fully carried out due to a limited budget and other constraints.
Also, at some points in the life of this house, more than one
family lived here simultaneously. Walls were erected, and
the open plan of the house was lost.
5

When the present owners bought the house, it was in disrepair: failing roofs, rotted siding, and a porch about to fall
off. Jesse Beck, the owner, is an architect. He focused on
strengthening five of Kiley's original International Style design features:
1. An open plan
2. Minimal detail and avoidance of complicated decoration
3. Ribbon windows
4. Pilotis or stilts, and
5. Rectilinear volumes and planes
Simplicity and openness are the features of the nowcompleted restoration. From anywhere in the house there
are views of the lake and wooded hillside. Natural light
floods the interior.
To accomplish this, walls were removed on all levels. As the
description of the house and its renovation (from the architectural firm Freeman French and Freeman) states:
"Additional and new ribbon windows were installed to
make window bands continuous on the major planes of the
house. The raised deck was re-built, and the originally designed deck roof was added to protect from the harsh western sun. A third floor addition was constructed to restore
the rectilinear volumes established in the early design, returning balance to the flat roofed elements. The structural
columns were reinforced and made thicker to strengthen
their importance as a major International Style element being raised on pilotis."
The house now comes extraordinarily close to fulfilling Dan
Kiley's original design concept as a serene example of the
International Style in Vermont.
6
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The carriage barn was converted to a residence in 1925 by
Mrs. Harold Mayforth, who commissioned a local architect
to realize her vision. The two-story central section, formerly the carriage barn and hayloft, became an enormous
32’ x 28’ living room with five bedrooms upstairs, all of
which remain today. The red tile flooring chosen by Mrs.
Mayforth also remains throughout most of the first floor.
The east wing, formerly the tack room is now a modern
kitchen and pantry area with new black slate countertops
and a contemporary floating sideboard and shelf unit from
Italy. The living room centers on a massive fireplace opposite wide doors that were once the original entrance to the
barn.
The current owners have dramatically renovated the setting
by improving the entrance on Cliff Street and building a detached garage, taking great care to blend the new structure,
in design and materials, with the 150 year old carriage
house. On the south side, a large slate patio and new plantings were installed, creating a wide, inviting space that is
also very private.
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Overlake Estate Outbuildings –
189 Cliff and 393 So. Prospect Sts.

189 Cliff Street
Owned by Giovanna & Michael Jager

Both of these structures were built in 1859 as outbuildings
to the 500-acre Overlake Estate that once covered a large
portion of the southern “Hill” section. The creator of Overlake, Col. Henry LeGrand Cannon, had successful careers in
the military and in business. After taking over the Lake
Champlain Steamboat Co. by foreclosure in 1854, he purchased the acreage that bordered the University on the
West. Over the next five years he built a compound that included a grand main house, described as “French Chateauesque,” a stone stable and carriage house, a caretaker’s
cottage, a studio and a wood framed tea house. Only these
two buildings at the corner of Cliff and South Prospect survive.

This structure was built in the French Second Empire style as a
grand central carriage barn with stables and tack room placed
on either side. The construction features striking yellow and
purple stone, arched doorways and dormers, and a massive
slate mansard hipped roof. Sited on a double lot, the buckthorn hedge and brick wall bordering Cliff Street, and the stone
entry posts on the east side, date to the original construction,
when carriages entered from South Prospect Street. Although
the entrance is now on Cliff Street, the most impressive views
of this unusual house are on the south side and are largely hidden from passers-by.

One of Cannon’s daughters eloped with the coachman Louis
Crawford Clark, but the new son-in-law was welcomed into
the family and that daughter later inherited the entire estate. The main house was vacant from 1906, when Col.
Cannon died, to 1925 when it was torn down. Cannon’s
grandson Julian B. Clark then began selling the housing lots
that would become the Hill Section neighborhood form Cliff
Street to Ledge Road.
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