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his eye-catching Queen Anne style house, owned by architects Ann Vivian and Doug Viehmann, retains its typical wood clapboard and shingle
siding and slate roof. Other original features include the two-story bay windows on the front and south sides of the house and a front porch, which blend
seamlessly with modern details like the rectangular tower off the rear of the
house.
The house was built in the late 19th century for John Wilson, an Englishman who had come to Burlington to work as the groundskeeper at Overlake,
the estate of Col. LeGrand B. Cannon in the Hill section. He also started a
florist business and had two greenhouses on Mansfield Avenue. Wilson had
his own house (now 91 Mansfield Avenue) built by John Roberts, a prolific
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local builder with a distinctive style, and proceeded to build five more houses
in the area, all of which were rental properties until his death in 1930.
Throughout the years, tenants of the house included American Woolen
Company chemists, UVM instructors, a Burlington Free Press newspaper
printer, and a U.S. District Court clerk. In 1939, Phillip and Addie Marcell
purchased 127 Mansfield Avenue as their primary residence and office for Mr.
Marcell’s trucking company. Harold and Gladys Collins purchased the house
from the Marcells in 1946. Mr. Collins served as the associate general secretary
for the YMCA, and subsequently became the director of admissions at UVM.
After 40 years in the home, the Collinses sold to Ann Vivian and Doug Viehmann, the present owners, in 1985.
Over the years, Vivian and Viehmann removed post-war aluminum siding, performed significant energy upgrades, restored original wood siding and
trim, and added various architectural features to the house (like the square
corner tower, which is similar to towers found on houses of the same vintage
on Loomis Street). Interior work has included restoration of the original windows, main stairs, and maple flooring. Part of the third floor was finished to
add a bedroom, and a pantry and master bath now occupy the space that was
previously a back staircase.

111 Loomis Street
Peter and Laura Lang

T
VermontKosher.com
Fresh. Local. Delicious. Catering for any event.
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he story behind the construction of 111 Loomis Street, an attractive,
two-story Victorian near the intersection of Loomis and Willard Streets,
is quintessential Burlington. The home was built around the turn of the century by a group of friends who, being a bit ahead of their time, joined together
in a cooperative housing venture. Minnie Donahue, chief operator at New
England Telephone and Telegraph, and widow of James Donahue, aquired the
property from E.J. Booth, manager of the largest lumber company in the city.
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(At the time, many Burlington businessmen were also developers. They would
build homes and then sell or rent them.). Other investors included Frank Bailey Follett, an employee of the Wells & Richardson Company, and his wife
Frances.
Members of the Follett and Donahue families initially resided in the house.
The cooperative housing experiment did not succeed, however, and in 1903
the house was sold to Mary T. Black. She did not reside in the house, but
rented it to a series of tenants. She remained as landlady until May of 1940,
when she sold the property to Leonce and Mabel L. St. Gelais. It was their
home until the end of 1973. The current owners, Laura and Peter Lang, purchased the home in 2013 from Michael Srba and Christina Cabeza.
In 2009, there was major fire damage to the back portion of the house.
Reconstruction included the replacement of hardwood flooring throughout
the first floor, and renovations to the kitchen and bathrooms. At that time,
the attic was remodeled into a master bedroom suite with a full bathroom and
large walk-in closet. The home’s windows and doors have original moldings.
Be sure to enjoy the homeowners’ beautiful garden in the backyard!

Howard Street Guest House
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Englesby House, 112 S. Williams Street
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nown as the Englesby House, 112 South Williams Street has been home
to University of Vermont presidents and their families since 1958. The
home was built in 1914 by a descendent of one of Burlington’s earliest and
most prosperous businessmen, Ebenezer Torrey Englesby. Englesby, who had
moved to Burlington from New York in 1797, started his career as a clerk in
Captain Thaddeus Tuttle’s store. Within five years he had his own business,
and within ten years he had opened his own store in the building that still
stands at 111 St. Paul Street. He was a town selectman, a state representative,
and president of the Bank of Burlington.
It was Ebenezer Englesby’s grandson, Dr. William Englesby, who retained
the New York firm of Wilder and White to build this beautiful Georgian
Revival house. Dr. Englesby practiced medicine in the city from 1899 until
his death in 1933. Sadly, his only child, Hudson F. Englesby, died of polio the
same year the house was built. Dr. Englesby’s widow, Maude, willed the house
to the University in 1956. For two years it was used as a girls’ dormitory. In
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1958, with the arrival of Dr. John Fey as the new president, the University
made Englesby House its president’s official residence.
Thomas Sullivan became the 26th President of the University of Vermont
in July 2012. Because his predecessor had chosen to live off-campus, the house
had been vacant and suffered from deferred maintenance. Significant interior
and exterior repairs were needed before Sullivan and his wife, Leslie, could
occupy the house. Renovations included replacement of the entire heating
system, modernization of the kitchen and bathrooms, replacement of a historically inappropriate asphalt roof with a Vermont slate roof, installation of
copper flashing and gutters, and extensive masonry and brick work.
Today Englesby House is a home befitting a president. The 9000-squarefoot structure, which sits on 1.1 beautifully landscaped acres, is two-and-onehalf stories topped with a slate gambrel roof. A two-story ell with a hipped
roof is attached on the eastern face of the building. The northern and southern sides of the house have single story hipped roof porches, supported by
slender Corinthian columns. It is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places as part of the University Green Historic District.
(History from Historic Guide to Burlington Neighborhoods by David Blow;
published by Chittenden County Historical Society, and the University of
Vermont)
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802.655.0009
Burlington, Vt
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157 Main Street
Clark Russell

Part of the Burlington landscape
for more than 40 years.
Brian Boardman, Realtor/Owner
802-846-9510
www.BrianBoardmanVT.com

Preservation Burlington’s Historic Markers
Order forms can be found online at
www.preservationburlington.org or at the Tour reception.
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ne of the pleasures for people interested in the homes of Burlington is
the discovery of amazing living spaces in unexpected locations. This
is the case with Clark Russell’s apartment on the third floor of the historic
structure at 157 Main Street. Russell, a visual artist and musician, feels right at
home next to the Flynn Theater and the bustle of downtown Burlington’s bars
and performance spaces. In fact, his home, which also serves as an art studio,
showcases his aesthetically charged collection of abstract paintings and wall
sculptures.
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The structure at 155-159 Main Street, which dates back to 1862, was called
Peck’s Block in honor of Asahel Peck, the original owner of the building. Peck,
who was an Associate Justice of the Vermont Supreme Court at the time the
building was erected, served as the Governor of Vermont from 1874 to 1876.
At the time it was built, Peck’s building had space for two stores on the first
floor, a billiard saloon on the second floor, and on the third, the Burlington
Weekly Sentinel. The Weekly Sentinel was the successor publication to Burlington’s first newspaper, the Vermont Centinel, which began publication in 1801.
The paper ceased publication in 1874, but is the inspiration behind Preservation Burlington’s newsletter, The Sentinel.
After 1875, the third floor housed various businesses, among them an
insurance office, a cleaning and dyeing business, and Junius Barnes and Son,
a manufacturer of proprietary medicines. Since the late 1920s, however, 157
Main Street has been used as apartment space.
The building, currently owned by the Sisters and Brothers Investment
Group, is on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Main
Street-College Street Historic District. The comment on the Register’s nomination form describes the building as “a subdued example of the Italianate
commercial block.” Now that it is occupied by Clark Russell, 157 Main Street
is anything but subdued!

76 Blodgett Street
Lee McKim Buffinton

T

his Blodgett Street home is a fine example of workers housing in the Old
North End. The structure began as a rental property built by a prominent
businessman for Burlington’s laborers, and has transitioned through numerous family owners to a loving restoration completed by its present owner.
Blodgett, Ward, Drew, and Strong Streets, as well as the west side of Pitkin
Street, were once part of Burlington’s Old Fairgrounds. Lemuel S. Drew purchased the property and recorded the plan creating multiple housing lots in
November 1887. Then Drew constructed rental houses to serve Burlington’s
working class. The home at 76 Blodgett Street was built in the late 19th century. During the most recent renovations, a board was discovered in the original structure signed by Isaac (last name illegible) and dated 1888, although
the home does not appear on city insurance maps until 1900. Local legend
(as told by previous owners of 76 Blodgett) is that the home was originally
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constructed as barracks at Fort Ethan Allen in Essex and moved to its current
location in the early 1900s. This claim has yet to be substantiated.
John H. Drew inherited 76 Blodgett Street and other properties after Lemuel Drew’s death in 1907. He continued to rent to local workers and their
families for over 30 years. Daisy Melo was the first to purchase the home as
a primary residence in 1939. She owned the home until 1944, when Angelo
and Mary Stani bought the property. The residents continued to reflect the
original workers housing demographic, as Mr. Stani worked as a painter and
paperhanger. The Stanis lived in the home for over 20 years, until 1965.
After Mr. Stani died, his widow sold to Arthur and Daisy Prim. The Prims,
like the Stanis, were long-term owners, with Mrs. Prim and her son sharing the
home after Mr. Prim’s passing until 2002. The property was then sold to Josephine Trott and Russell Hovey. The couple did a major rehabilitation of the
home including a new metal roof, interior walls, doors, floors, kitchen, foyer
and addition of the master bedroom at the rear of the home.
In 2008, Lee Buffinton purchased the 930-square-foot cottage and she has
lovingly restored the exterior and made many interior improvements. She has
removed the vinyl siding and installed wooden clapboards on the front and
side facades; reconstructed the front window pediments and replaced some
windows with wood-clad Marvin windows; added a front stoop and rebuilt
the side deck; upgraded interior cosmetics; and completed landscaping that
features small garden “rooms” featuring picket fencing, trellises, stepping
stones, birch trees for shade, hardy fruit trees, berry bushes, perennials, and a
vegetable garden.
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Ahavath Gerim (“Love of Strangers”)
168 Archibald Street

inscribed with a Star of David was set above the new entrance. In 1931, the
beautiful Ark of the Torah was erected as a memorial to Fanny Wool, a longtime member of the congregation.
In 1952, the Ohavi Zedek community built a new synagogue and community center on North Prospect Street. A group of about 35 Orthodox Jews separated at this time and organized the Ahavath Gerim (“Lovers of Strangers”)
community. They remained at the old synagogue on Archibald Street.
The synagogue is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The
comment on the Register’s nomination form notes both the inventiveness of
the builders, and the connection to their European heritage in features such as
the bimah, or reading platform, and the horseshoe-shaped women’s gallery. At
the front of the synagogue, the Ark of the Torah shines as an outstanding example of copper work by a congregation member, depicting the Ten Commandments and the Lions of Judah. A small structure attached to the Hyde Street
side of the building serves as the mortuary for the congregation. After serving
generations of Burlingtonians, the Ahavath Gerim Synagogue continues as a
significant historic resource for the Jewish community and the entire city.
(Courtesy of Statement, National Register of Historic Places, and Historic
Guide to Burlington Neighborhoods, Vol. I, by David Blow)

T

he Synagogue at 168 Archibald Street is the original home of the oldest continuing Jewish congregation in Vermont, founded in 1876. For
nearly 10 years the congregation met in private homes and commercial lofts
until they purchased property on the corner of Archibald and Hyde Streets
in 1885. This lot previously supported a stonecutting business, where many
headstones were made for nearby cemeteries. After purchasing the property,
the Jewish community constructed a frame building for its synagogue. Ohavi
Zedek (“Lovers of Justice”) incorporated architectural customs seen in old
European synagogues, such as the entrance facing east toward Hyde Street.
In 1902, the structure was enlarged and a brick veneer added to the front
and side facades. The late 1920s saw more growth, as the building was further expanded and a new arched entrance, echoing the window design, was
added to the gable end facing Archibald Street. An oculus, or round window,
16
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The Homes Tour is Preservation Burlington’s biggest fundraising event. Proceeds from the tour
will go towards the organization’s many other educational programs. For more information:
Preservation Burlington • P.O. Box 481 • Burlington, VT 05402

www.preservationburlington.org

| info@preservationburlington.org |

