Notes:

After the Edward Wells and his wife died, there was a family dispute about
the ownership of the house. It was sold to Delta Psi Fraternity in 1924. The
University purchased the house in December of 2007, and plans to turn it into
a center for alumni. At present the house is being restored. Ideas for bringing it to 21st century function are still being sought. We all look forward to the
day when this wonderful house will be complete, as Alumni House.
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The 2011 Homes Tour Committee is as follows:
Tom Simon
Matt Viens
Ron Wanamaker
Jack Mentes
Lucy Totten—research
Marge Allard- research
Carolyn Bates- photographs
Gwen Langdon- booklet

Thank you to our volunteers and donors!
A special thank you to Scuola Design for the booklet cover design
and poster, and to Carolyn Bates Photography for all of the
house photos in this booklet.

61 Summit Street
Owned by University of Vermont
The Edward Wells/Delta Psi
house, one of the most impressive residences in the city,
was built in 1892 by Mr.
Wells, a partner in the immensely successful WellsRichardson Company, manufacturers and international
shippers of patent medicines,
Diamond Dyes, Lactated
Foods, and their Improved
Butter Color. Their headquarters remain on lower College
Street as the site of Bennington Potters North.
Edward Wells gave his architect, Edgar Allen Poe Newcomb of Boston, and his
builder, Avery B Fisher of Burlington a free hand to construct for him the best house possible, which they were happy to do. The
house was ready for the Wells family by Christmas Day, 1892. It cost
$100,000, according to the Historic Guide to Burlington Neighborhoods
Newcomb designed a two and a half storey Queen Anne style home using
limestone, dolomite, redstone, brick, terra cotta, and Pennsylvania slate. The
porte-cochere on the south façade of the house and the three storey tower
on the southwest corner with its distinctive iron finial are especially notable.

Great Northern Construction • 199 Church Street • Burlington • Vermont • 802-862-1463
bobschwartz@greatnorthernvt.com

The interior of the house features windows unusually large for the time,
beautiful stained glass, and most especially, beautiful wood, wonderfully
crafted and carved. The wood carving throughout the house and on the exterior is outstanding. The carver was Albert H. Whittekind, born in Boston and
apprenticed at fifteen. He executed carvings at the NY Public Library and at
St. Luke’s Hospital in New York. He worked for W.W. Norcross of Worcester,
Henry Hobson Richardson’s contractors. He had already done the carvings in
UVM’s Billings Lirary, and by 1892 had settled in Winooski, where he had a
workshop. His carvings also can be found at 376 and 384 College Street; at
10, 41, and 301 S. Willard Street, and in the former Post Office building on
Main Street. Notice the carving on the port cochere at 61 Summit Street: a
happy face greeting guests, a sad face on the departure side. The carved
wood is ol growth pine, and has lasted remarkably well.

115 Robinson Parkway
Owned by Maryanne Kampmann & Nicholas Gotelli

266 South Union
Owned by Tess Stimson and Eric Oliver
The National Register of
Historic Places describes
this house as one of the
finest in Burlington., Chateauesque
(or Romanesque Revival) in style,
with a Colonial Revival
front porch. The first storey is of stone-faced blue
marble, with brick faced
upper levels, a steeplypitched slate roof, and a
tower on the southwest
corner.
The Vermont
Historic Sites and Surveys
dates the home 1896.
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The Robinson Parkway houses, and those on Henderson Terrace, were originally part of the land belonging to the owner of 262 South Prospect Street
(Ruggles House) Dr. Carl F. Robinson, the developer of this area, bought the
property in 1923. He was the first doctor to bring radium into the state for
the treatment of cancer and skin diseases. For a short while he lived in the
house and treated patients there, but in 1930 he sold the house to the Lucy
Ruggles fund, and started developing the surrounding property.
In April of 1940 Carl and Helen Robinson sold the lot to Robert and Beatrice
Hood. He was a sanitarian for the State Health Department, and plumbing
inspector for the city. She was supervisor of the city Welfare Department.
They built this Cape Cod cottage much as you see it today About 1980 Beatrice Hood, widowed, moved to a condominium on South Prospect Street.
The house has had just three other owners since then. The first floor features attractive pine paneling with an especially beautiful fireplace mantel in
the living room. The former garage space on the west side of the house has
been converted into a cozy study. Some windows have been enlarged without losing the character of the Cape design. A former owner renovated the
kitchen and the bathrooms are updated... The total effect is one of comfort
and serenity.
The lovely back yard is like a garden room. It has been featured on a previous Flynn Garden Tour. Don’t miss it!

John W. McGeary commissioned the plans for
his house from architect W.R.B. Wilcox . He is listed in the Burlington City
Directory as a traveling salesman, but his history shows more complex entrepreneurial skills.. From early employment as a railroad mechanic, he became
the largest shipper of tanbark to the leather industry in New England. After
this he became involved in the oil industry, finally being placed in charge of
the railroad oil business in New England and Canada for a branch of the
Standard Oil Company. He was a Democrat who was elected alderman from
the fifth ward, and he ran for mayor.
In 1910, Mr. McGeary’s widow Emma sold the house to Smith F, Henry, owner
of the Vermont Hardware Company. Members of that family lived there until
1940. The house was vacant until 1944, and by 1945 it contained three apartments. It has since been restored as a single family home. Through all this
the beautiful details of the original interior have been preserved. The workmanship is remarkable, reflecting Wilcox’s taste and skill.
As a side note, this house was used as one of the locations of the 1983 Telecom Entertainment Inc. film “The Gift of Love: A Christmas Story”, starring
Lee Remick and Angela Lansbury, first broadcast at Christmastime 1984 and
for several seasons after.

17 Overlake Park
Owned by Harry Bliss and Sofi Dillof
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The brick and stucco Cape-style house at 17 Overlake was built in the early
1930s. The layout and scale of the interior are small and charming, while the
lot has a deep back yard with a patio and lovely gardens.
For many years while he was a coach and Athletic Director at the University of
Vermont, the former Red Soc baseball star, and Vermont native, Larry Gardner lived here, approximately 1935-1965, with his wife and two sons. The
story of Gardner’s days as a college player, as a professional baseball player
1909 – 1924, and his later career at UVM is well told in The Green Mountain
Boys of Summer (ed. Tom Simon, 2000). He is a member of the UVM Hall of
Fame, and of the Boston Red Sox Hall of Fame. By all accounts, Gardner was a
classic Vermonter, humble about his accomplishments and gracious to everyone who crossed his path.
Another long-time owner was Dr. Larry Gordon, a UV< psychology professor,
and his wife, who lived here 1979-2004. The Gordons put in a bay window
and window seat in the kitchen, facing the gardens, and upgraded the patio
area. The next owners, David Adair and Barbara York, renovated the kitchen
and repainted everywhere, using an appealing range of warm earth tones.

In fall 2011, Harry Bliss and Sofi Dillof bought the house. Harry is a trained
artist and a nationally known cartoonist; Sofi is a yoga instructor, and both are
art collectors. Their style is to mix eclectic contemporary pieces that are striking, but spare and uncluttered, like the Wormley furniture and Eames table
and chair in the front room. This visual simplicity draws more attention to the
artwork that is hung everywhere in the house.
In the entryway, there is a caricature of Joseph Conrad by Ralph Barton, and
early artist for Vanity Fair and The New Yorker, which was presented as a gift
“to the Hollidays,” probably in the 1920s. There are numerous landscapes by
Kevin Haller, a contemporary Midwest plein air painter. A painting by Lucy
Carter Eliot, a 20th century American artist the owners are collecting, hangs
over the fireplace. On the opposite wall are two striking Chinese silk scrolls,
and original drawings by Garth Williams for the first edition of Charlotte’s
Web in 1952.
The dining room features a Lucite Ghost Chair, and a 1930’s Navajo rug on the
wall. In the kitchen, there is an original Danny Shanahan New Yorker cartoon
that Harry traded for with the artist, and a small still life in oil that Harry did as
an art student. The only other piece of his own work in the house is a version
of the pen and ink/watercolor for his classic New Yorker cover in 2002, of the
satisfied marble lion outside the New York Public Library. More drawings,
including on by the late Maurice Sendak, line the stairwell, and on the second
floor, there are vintage movie posters, and an original Al Hirschfeld drawing.

77 Overlake Park
Owned by Bill Harwood and Elaine Hubert

Photograph courtesy of Carolyn Bates Photography

Shortly after the main house of the H. LeGrand Cannon Estate was torn down
in 1925, Cannon’s grandson, Julian Clark, developed Overlake. The November
1926 Plan of Lots 22-30 shows l arge housing lots on the cul-de-sac that became Overlake Park. In 1931, Hyman and Constance Abrahams purchased Lots
24 and 25, with 450” of undulating frontage on the cul-de-sac, one of the more
unique lots in Burlington. Shortly thereafter, a Sears Roebuck “Honor Bilt Catalog” house, in Colonial Revival style, was delivered for construction on Lot 25.
The H.W. Abrahams family were merchants on Church Street and long-time
owners of the building at Church and College that is now Leunig’s Bistro. They
retained local architect Louis S. Newton to modify the Sears design, so that the
floor plan echoed that of Mr. Abrahams’ childhood home in Rutland. Newton
also designed the family’s store downtoen with an Art Deco exterior; two other houses on Overlake; the original Henry’s Diner; and the grand estate known
as Overholt on the Burlington Country Club grounds. The contractor for the
1931 house construction was Cashman and Morrissey, a predecessor to the
local construction company now known as Wright & Morrissey. The double lot
remained until 1977, when most of Lot 24 was skid as a separate building lot.

The Abrahams family has provided records and photos from the 40+ years
they owned the house, which will be on display for the Tour, along with the
current owners’ photo taken during their extensive renovations.
Following a series of short-term owners 1998 – 2006, the current owners purchased the house in late 2006, and since then they have renovated virtually
every room, and replaced all of the mechanical systems. While the original
footprint of the house is unchanged, a backyard swimming pool was removed,
and meticulous landscaping now enhances the large lot and unique setting of
the house.
Highlights of the recent renovations include a new kitchen, re-oriented to feature a window facing the gardens; conversion of the dormer sun porch to a
light-filled, year-round space with a long narrow table for entertaining and
holding meetings; installation of built-in bookshelves in nearly every room;
marble trim for each of the first floor bay windows; and newly-designed bathrooms and entryways.
The current owner is a seventh-generation Vermonter, retired after a career
overseas in the American Diplomatic Corps, and much of the interior decoration reflects his personal history and that of his wife, a retired World Bank official. All of the carpets were purchased in India, Nepal, Afghanistan and Pakistan, and there are Tibetan horns bracketing the fireplace in the living room.
There are numerous prints by Vermont artist Luigi Luccioni, who was a family
friend, and a Francis Colburn painting acquired by the family as barter for medical services. As part of the renovation process, the owner made a point of
using numerous local artisans to product the custom woodwork, lighting, flooring, tile work and landscaping.

Preservation Burlington’s Historic Markers
Order forms can be found online at
www.preservationburlington.org or at the Tour reception.

216 Battery St. (Rambler Ranch)
Owned by Rick Norcross
In the early 20th century, at a time
when the Burlington waterfront was
almost entirely industrial, the southern end of Battery Street was dominated by warehouses and freight
yards crisscrossed by railroad tracks.
In 1915, three local men, doing business as The Burlington Evaporator
Company, bought a lot just south of
Maple Street from the Julia Stone
Estate, and built a “storehouse”
there for their company. The building served as a warehouse for several owners including Chase Movers,
until 1976, when it was sold to Harry Atkinson, at the same time the
waterfront began the slow evolution from its industrial origins to its
current role as a recreational magnet, featuring parks, marinas, the
bike path and ferry dock.
The warehouse building at 216 Battery St. remains, however, along with the
railroad tracks, as a reminder of the area’s industrial past. Although Atkinson
initially remodeled the building as commercial space for his boiler company,
and a small residential space for himself, when the business moved out, the
commercial space was gradually converted to unique, de facto affordable
apartments that are rented to musicians, artists, craftspeople and other creative professionals. In addition to the interior renovations done to create the
apartments, the exterior has been modified with a new pitched roof including
a spacious roof deck, a second floor deck facing the waterfront, solar panels
and two windmills installed in 2004, and a west-facing dormer added in 2010.
One long-time tenant is musician and entrepreneur Rick Norcross, who has
lived in the center second floor apartment since 1986. His apartment is filled
with mementos of performances with his band, Rick & The Ramblers Western
Swing Band, and the entire building is called “Rambler Ranch,” thanks to the
old car dealership sign installed on the south side.

Other local memorabilia includes storage bins from Bailey’s Music Room and
cast-off benches from the Church Street Marketplace, radiators dated 1906
from the convent at Mater Christi School, and a vintage toy called “The Iron
Claw” which is endlessly amusing for children of all ages. Other collections
feature original Gene Autry movie posters, Johnny Horton’s gold records, and
rugs purchased from Mrs. Hank Williams. Although it is currently under restoration at another location, the band’s tour bus, a classic 1957 Flexible Starliner known as The Pickle, usually graces the parking area across from the building. As a child, Norcross, a native of Hardwick, Vermont, lived with his mother
and sister above the Tory Shop on the grounds of the Shelburne Museum. His
time there instilled a love of steamboats, the Ticonderoga in particular. He
was on the “last voyage” of the Ti in 1954, and produced the 1997 celebration
of the Museum’s 50th birthday, as well as the unveiling of the McClure Restoration of the Ti the following year. A collection of china and other items from
the Ti will be on display, and a large model of the boat hangs from the ceiling
in the bedroom.
The spirit of Rambler Ranch will live on. In an unusual covenant, the terms of
the deed to the property require the owner to use the building “in such a way
that the space is available to jewelers, artists, artisans, musicians, woodcrafters, metalworkers, boilermakers, maple syrup evaporator designers and manufacturers and other similar trades, arts and artisan pursuits on an affordable
basis.”

